COLOMBIA   &   ITS   PEOPLES
to reach Bogotd (formerly Bogota, capital of the Chibcha Empire, benignly civilized, worshipping gods of Mercy, Wisdom, and Agriculture). Here the President lives and the business of the state is carried on, although there is also a presidential palace in the important town of Medellin.
With a climate that is described as " almost ideal" (wet from March to May and from September to November, but seldom very wet, and dry the rest of the year), and with freedom from tropical diseases, thanks to its high situation, nearly 9,000 ft., Bogotd might seem to be a very pleasant place to live in for those who are content with a quiet life and can provide their own amusements. The streets, it is true, are ill-paved, but they are wide and well planted with trees; the buildings are agreeable to the eye, mostly in the old Spanish style. Scarcely a house has more than one storey, and a great many are of the bungalow type. Their tiled roofs lend them a certain picturesqueness, and there are many corners which tempt one to linger and admire, such as that green spot in which the post-office stands.
The situation is magnificent. Above the town tower the Guadelupe and Montserrato Hills. Many distant peaks are visible on a clear day. There is a glorious view of the Mesa de Herves, which is indeed a table (mesa, Latin mensa), for it has a level top from five to six miles across, while down its side for more than 3,000 ft, hangs a spotless white drapery of snow, gleaming like a new and shiny table-cloth. Not far from Bogotd is a waterfall., which is three
PRIZE   FRUIT   OF   A   COLOMBIAN   GARDEN This country of contrasts possesses many high-lying desert tracts where  nothing  flourishes save small wild potatoes,  but elsewhere fruits abound in unlimited luxuriance, and this young gardener exhibits a basketful of large and luscious berries
times the height of Niagara and worthy to be compared with the Victoria -Falls in Rhodesia. This provides electric light and power for Bogota; Tequen-dama is its name. In many respects, therefore, this so-called " Athens of South America " is a desirable place of residence in spite of its remoteness and of what the Germans would call its klein-stadtisch character. But it has a worse drawback than these. No one can live long in Bogotd without finding out the reason for the lethargy xof the inhabitants. The climate is productive of energy, but only a small amount of energy can be expended with safety. Five
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